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REF: STATE 765 19 


1. WITH REFERENCE TO PARA 2 REFTEL, YOU CAN CATEGORICALLY 
DENY THAT US WARSHIPS ARE STOPPING THIRD NATION FREIGHTERS 
TO ENSURE THEY ARE NOT REPEAT NOT CARRYING WAR CONTRABAND. 

US WARSHIPS ARE AUTHORIZED TO STOP INDIGENOUS JUNKS OPERATING 
IN THESE WATERS TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE NOT REPEAT NOT CARRYING 
CONTRABAND AND HAVE IN FACT STOPPED SUCH VESSELS. WE ARE IN- 
FORMED. | HAT THE GVN IS OPERATING IN THE SAME MANNER. 
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2. FORp-YOUR" INFORMAT I ON ONLY, AND NOT REPEAT NOT FOR PUBLIC 
RELEASE, THE AUTHORITY FOR OPERATIONS PERMITS STOPPING AND 
SEARCHING SUSPICIOUS INDIGENOUS JUNKS, INCLUDING FISHING VESSELS, 
TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE NOT RPT NOT CARRYING CONTRABAND. NORTH 
VIETNAMESE VESSELS OF ANY TYPE, INCLUDING FREIGHTERS, MAY 

ALSO BE STOPPED AND SEARCHED. THIRD NATION VESSELS, INCLUDING 
CHINESE COMMUNIST AND SOVIET SHIPS, MAY NOT RPT NOT BE STOPPED 
EVEN IF THEY ARE SUSPECT. US COMMANDERS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED 
TO REPORT THIRD NATION SHIPS WHICH ARE SUSPICIOUS TO HIGHER 
AUTHORITY AND TO AWAIT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO TAKING 
ANY ACTION. CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, VIETNAMESE NAVY, 

HAS ASSURED COMNAVFORV THAT HE "AGREES TO COMPLY EXACTLY 
BY US RULES OF ENGAGEMENT" DESCRIBED ABOVE. 
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